Course Information – French

Madame Snow
Welcome to French class!  For all levels of study, your course work will include activities and assignments designed to enable you to improve your knowledge of the French language and culture.  You will advance your abilities to interpret, present, and interact in the French language.  You will continue to acquire knowledge of francophone cultures through in-class activities and individual experiences. We will use a wide variety of materials in addition to your textbook, such as: magazines, literature, films, music, etc.

How to Succeed
As you know from previous language courses, your success and comfort level in communication is directly related to your participation and effort.  Regular attendance and completion of assignments is essential.  Active participation in in-class oral work is also of utmost importance.  Also remember to be responsible about getting and completing make-up work in a timely manner.  You are expected to find me during office hours immediately upon returning to school from an absence.  You can also check with a classmate!  If you wait until the next time class meets to ask about what you missed, you will not have had time to prepare, and will basically lose another class period trying to figure out what’s going on!

Grading

You will receive a grade based on the quantity and quality of work you produce in the following categories:

1 – In-class activities (warm-ups, practice tests, partner and small group work, etc.)

2 – Homework

3 – Oral participation in class

4 – Culture Contact Credit

5 – Assessments (quizzes, tests, essays, projects, oral presentations, etc.)

***Grading scale: 90-100=A, 80-89=B, 70-79=C, 60-69=D (Do not expect your percentage to be automatically rounded up to a higher letter grade.)
***Extra credit assignments are sometimes available, but not guaranteed, and certainly not to be relied upon for last minute rescues of failing to do work assigned throughout the grading periods.

Tardies, Absences and Make-up Work
· Being late or absent will count off the In-class activities (see #1) portion of your grade.  If you have an excused absence, you may see me about how to make up those points, as well as the other assignments you missed.  If you have an unexcused absence or tardy, you may not receive full credit for any assignments and/or assessments you missed receiving, turning in, or completing in class. 

·  Work assigned the last time you were in class is due immediately upon your return from an absence. 
·  If you are absent a portion of the day due to an excused school activity, you work is still due on the date originally designated. You are also expected to be prepared for the next class.

·  Long term projects/due dates are not extended for absences. 

· If you are absent for a film presentation, you are expected to find the film yourself through other resources and view it right away in order to be ready for assignments/follow-up activities on the designated day. 

·  We have many oral group activities and presentations that are difficult to make up if absent. 

· Absences for appointments or family activities create problems for you in your progress for this class.  Please avoid these types of absences.  

· According to district and school policy, you may not be excused from one class to complete/make up work for another class.  Be responsible about organizing your time honestly. 

· In conclusion – Be here and be on time!

***I do not accept late/forgotten work or allow “retakes” on assessments.

